EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Understanding the SAE Conversation
In the summer of 2014, the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE)
released “recommended practices” for testing the crash worthiness
of litters, or cots (SAE J3027) and ambulance equipment (SAE J3043).
Development of these standards was federally funded and scientifically validated by industry and federal partners, including members
of NIOSH, NIST, and DHS. These practices prescribe the design parameters that must be met for patients and occupants of an ambulance
to survive a 30 MPH vehicle crash (30 MPH change in velocity), or the
equivalent of a 22.5g forward impact, and 26g side impact.
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